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FIELD LIST OF ESSEX COUNTY BIRDS 


The 5th edition of the Field List is an attempt to update the 
bird population of Essex County, as many changes have oc- 
curred since Stuart K. Harris did the 4th edition in 1952. 
Names have been changed, new species added, and all sub- 
Species have now been eliminated. The main list numbers 
312 species with an additional list of rarities containing 73 
species. This makes a total of 385 species recorded in the 
County, excluding the four birds listed at the end as being 
extinct. 


In the previous edition 380 entities were listed. Of this 
number 27 were Sub-species and have now been dropped, while 
3 species have been omitted: the Canada Spruce Grouse, 

Willow Ptarmigan and Sandhill Crane because of insufficient 
proof of their occurrence in the County. The statuesomee 
Eskimo Curlew, although questionable, is now listed with the 
extinct birds. Taking into account these changes, the presentu. 
list represents an increase of 36 species since 1952. 


The nomenclature, as well as the order used, follows that 
of the 5th edition of the Check-list of the American Orni- 
thologists' Union (1957) and supplements thereto including the 
32nd supplement (Auk: 90 411-419, 1973). The format of the 
charts is that used by Stuart K. Harris in the previous edition. 
The character of the lines indicates the abundance of the species, 
and is necessarily arbitrary and only meant to convey the 
relative status of each species. 


FRR RS Common; considering its habits, 
found in large numbers, 


Uncommon; occurring regularly in 
small numbers. 


Lae ee = Occasional; not found every trip 
but expected. 


Ge ee a oe iS Rare or irregular; not found every 
year. 


Accidental; outside of normal range 
for time of year. Veryrare: 


In species known to breed in the County approximate early and 
late dates are indicated by (_ ). 


Numbers in the column headed ''Habitat''’ refer to the 
following different types of habitat in which each species might 
be found; the first number, where more than one is given, is 
the most important. Some of the more noted areas are listed, 
but these do not preclude other similar areas in the County. 
(See map in center of booklet) 


Records too few to indicate habitat. 

Open sea - east to Stellwagen Bank. 

2. Rocky shores and stone jetties (north and south ends of 
Plum Island; Andrew's Point, Rockport; Bass Rocks 
and Eastern Point, Gloucester; Marblehead Neck; 


ee © 


Nahant. ) 

Ss. On or seen from ocean beaches. (Plum Island; Ipswich 
Beach; Wingaersheek Beach, Gloucester; Lynn 
Beach. ) 

4, Tidal flats and marsh flats. (Newburyport; Lynn Harbor; 


Mouth of Ipswich River near Great Neck. ) 
ay Salt marshes. 


6. Bays and harbors. 

Fe Rivers and streams. (Merrimack River, up river from 
Newburyport.) 

8. Freshwater lakes and ponds. (Freshwater impoundments 


at Plum Island; Clark's Pond, Great Neck, Ipswich; 
Artichoke, West Newbury. ) 

sp Freshwater marshes and Swamps. . 

10. Open fields and pastures. 

11. Scrub thickets and old fields. 


12. Mainly deciduous woods. 

13. Mainly coniferous woods. (Crooked Pond) 
14. Towns, gardens and feeders. 

Poe overientire county. 


16. Outlying points during migration: (Nahant; Marblehead 
Neck; Plum Island; Newburyport Cemetery off 
Parker Street. ) 


The author wishes to express her gratitude to Ruth Emery, 
Richard Forster, Christopher Leahy, Dorothy Snyder and most 
particularly Donald Alexander for their assistance in compiling 
this booklet. Any errors or omissions are solely the respon- 
Sibility of the author. 

Sarah P, Ingalls 
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ADDITIONAL ESSEX COUNTY BIRDS 


Unless otherwise stated, records are of specimens taken. 
* denotes specimen in Peabody Museum collections and 
*« denotes specimen, but in another collection. All sight 


records are considered reliable. 


ARCTIC LOON - Few sight records of birds in partial or 
complete breeding plumage. Winter sight records 
unreliable as it is too difficult to identify. 

WESTERN GREBE - Few sight records, including one seen 
Jan. 1973-Gloucestéer, by many observers. 


* MANX SHEARWATER - Two specimens; 9 Aug. and 18 Aug. 


1957, both off Gloucester. Sight records unreliable. 
WHITE-TAILED TROPIC-BIRD - Seen 26 May 1940 (after 
storm) Haverhill. 


* WHITE PELICAN - 1886- Gloucester. 


BROWN PELICAN -- Seen 7 June 1922-Ipswich, 
MAGNIFICENT FRIGATE-BIRD - Seen 15 May 1938-Nahant. 


*k WOOD STORK - 19 June 1880-Georgetown. 


WHITE IBIS. - Seen 26 Sept. 1954-Plum [sland; 
AMERICAN FLAMINGO (Escape?) Seen Sept. 1964-Plum Is. 


* WHISTLING SWAN - 1 Dec. 1902-Ipswich; 27 Mariel oga- 


Rockport; 19 Dec. 1959-Newbury. Few sight records. 
FULVOUS TREE DUCK - Remains of bird found 2 hem, toa. 
Rockport; 3 seen 21 July to 7 Aug. 1974-howley, 


* SHELD DUCK - 5 Oct. 1921-Gloucester. 


TUFTED DUCK - Various sight records at Newburyport = 
winters of 1954, 1955 and 1962. 


* BLACK VULTURE - 12 May 1916-Rockport; 27. June i923- 


Beverly. Few sight records, 


* SWALLOW -TAILED KITE - 25 Sept. 1882-West Newbury. 
* SWAINSON'S HAWK - 20 Apr. 1872-Hamilton; 28 Oct, 1689- 


palem. Few sight records. 
GRAY SEA EAGLE - Seen Newburyport Harbor 10 Feb. 1935, 
Loto sO; bani boas 


* YELLOW RAIL - 10° specimens from Essex County. Becauce co: 


its secretive habits it is rarely seen or heard, There 

is a possibility of its nesting in the Salisbury area. 
BLACK RAIL - Sight records include 23 Apr. 1929-Peabody; 

30 Apr. 1944-Wenham; 31 Aug. 1945-Newburyport; 

Aug. 1945 and 1946-Newbury; 1 Dec. 1967-Salem; 

7 May 1970-Plum Island. 


* PURPLE GALLINULE - 10 May 1875-Saugus; October 1893- 


West Newbury; 28 March 1932-Lynn;1965 Newburypt. 
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* WILSON'S PLOVER - 8 May 1904-Ipswich, Sight records in- 

clude 15 May 1932-Nahant; 21 Sept. 1944-Plum Is.; 

9 May 1953-Marblehead. 

* LONG-BILLED CURLEW- Formerly regular fall transient. 
Two specimens prior to 1900. No recent sight record. 

Seen aloe D SANDPIPER - Seen 3 to 5 Nov. 1973- 
Newburyport. 

* AMERICAN AVOCET - 3 specimens collected’ 13 Sept. 1896- 
Ipswich. Sight records include Sept. 1964-Plum Is. ; 
Pista 15 May 1968-Newburyport; Sept. 1971-Plum Is. ; 
6-28 Aug. 1972-Plum Is. 

BLACK-NECKED STILT - Seen.and photographed 5 to 26 
pane iJoo>Plumis, Seen 26 May ‘to 6 June*1972 Pl) is. 

* LONG- TAILED JAEGER - 24 Aug. 1901-Ipswich. Sight records 
include 1 Oct.1939-W. Newbury; 21 Aug. 1948- 
Ipswich; 13 Sept. 1953-Plum Island. 

SKUA seen 28 December 1973-Rockport. 

© MEW GULL - 3 Mar.1952-Newburyport. Sight records include 

25 Apr. 1968-Newburyport; 4 successive winters in 

Newpouryportdarbor 1971,1972, 1973:-and 1974. 


FRANKLIN'S GULL - 28 Oct. 1885-Salem;:4 Nov, 1952- 


Newburyport, Sight records include 30 July 1952- 
Ipswich; 19 Aug. 1961-Salisbury; 4 Oct. 1970-Newbury- 
port.21 May 1973-Newburyport. 

PivyORY GULL - 27 Jan. 1946-Gloucester. Sight records in- 
Poeeel avec. 1065-Rockport; 20 Feb, 1971- 
Merrimack River at Amesbury. 

PieeoeeIsl, - Seen 12 Jan; and Mar. 1975 - Newburyport. 

SABINE'S GULL - Sight records include 8 Mar. 1942- 
Caoucester; 19 Aug. 1952-Newburyport. 


—GULCL-BILLED TERN - Sept.1871-Ipswich. Sight records 


include 8 Aug. 1909-Ipswich; 6 Sept. 1934-Ipswich; 

6 to 14 May 1973-Plum Island. 

F SOOTY TERN - 1 Sept. 1954-Plum Island. Seen 16 Sept. 1948 
Newburyport. 


** SANDWICH TERN - 1870 Lynn. 
* BLACK SKIMMER - 26 Aug. 1924-Plum Island. After 1944 


hurricane 400 birds seen at Newburyport-Sept. 21. 
COMMON PUFFIN - 15 Feb. 1884-Plum Is. Sight records 
include 8 Jan. 1950-Newburyport; Jan, 1953 
Gloucester. 
MONK PARAKEET (Exotic) - Various sight records since 1972, 
CANARY-WINGED PARAKEET (Exotic) Seen 23 June 1974- 
Saugus. 
* HAWK OWL - 28 Nov. 1927-Ipswich. Sight records include 7 to 
23 Feb. 1946-Peabody. 
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« GREAT GRAY OWL - 10 Nov. 1866-Salem;16 Feb. 1891-Marble- 


head. No recent records, 


* BOREAL OWL - Pronounced flight in winter 1922-23. Seen 20 


Dec, 1942-Topsfield. 
CHUCK-WILL'S WIDOW - One sight record 26 May 1945-Nahant. 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER - Seen and photo. 15 Dec. 1944 
to 13 Mar. 1945-Swampscott. Few other sight records. 
LEWIS'S WOODPECKER - One sight record 2 to 4 June 1969- 
West Newbury. 
NORTHERN THREE-TOED WOODPECKER - Seen 24 Mar. 1957 
Rowley;-15 to1l8 Dec, 1068-Bever; 


x GRAY KINGBIRD - 23 Oct. 1869-Lynn; 22 Nov. 1931-W. Newbury. 


FORK- TAILED FLYCATCHER - Seen 4 to 9 May 1968-Plum Is. 
ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER - Seen 25 Nov. 1972-Gloucester. 


* DAY'S PHOBBE - 13 Oct, 91930 -Ipswich, 


VERMILLION FLYCATCHER - Seen 22 Oct. 1954-Plum Istana: 


* GRAY JAY = 29 Oct, 1878-Salem.) Sight records imei 


Dec,“ 1O65=lpswich: 


* COMMON RAVEN - | July 1933-Methuen, Recent sight recoraa 


Sle 
AS FS 


include 6 Dec) £973-Rockpor, 
FISH CROW - Recent sight records April and May 1974-Peabody, 
ROCK WREN - Seen 19 Dec. 1965 to 25 Jan, 1966-Rockpore 
SAGE THRASHER - Seen and photo. 26 Oct. 1965-Plum Island. 


xx VARIED THRUSH - Dec. 1864-Ipswich. Recent sight records 


include Dec. 1967 to 4 Mar, 1968-Andover; Winter 
of 1969-1970-Rockport, 

WHEATEAR - Recent sight records include July and Auge t25a- 
Salisbury; 31 Oct. 1966-Rockport: 8 to 14 Sept. 1968- 
Newburyport. 


mk BOHEMIAN WAXWING - 26 Mar. 1878-Lynn, Sight records in- 


clude 21 Nov. 1933-Ipswich; 2 Nov. 1941-W. Newbury; 
6 Mar. 1972-Rowley. 

LAWRENCE'S WARBLER (Hybrid) - Seen and photo. 1955, 1956 
and 1957-West Newbury. 

HERMIT WARBLER - Seen 1 May 1969-Boxford (Crooked Pond), 

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER - Recent sight records in- 
clude 5 May 1969-Manchester; 17 May 1969-Plum Is. 

PAINTED REDSTART - Seen and photo. 18 and 19 Oct. 1947- 
Marblehead. 

YELLOW -HEADED BLACKBIRD - Few sight records-mostly 
in September. 

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK - Seen at feeders winter 1954- 
Annisquam.4 Dec, 1954 to 15 Jan. 1955-Ipswich; Dec. 
1957-Beverly; 28 Sept. 1968-Manchester. 
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EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH (Escape?) - Seen 19 Apr. 1971- 
Gloucester. 
GREEN- TAILED TOWHEE - Seen at feeder Feb. 1963-Magnolia. 
** LARK BUNTING - 5 Dec. 1877-Lynn. Sight records include 1 
sept. 1969-Rockport; winter 1951-Newburyport; 31 
Met, 1965-Plum island. 
HARRIS'S SPARROW - Sight records include 29 Mar. to 8 May 
1946-Ipswich; 27 Apr. 1955-Ipswich; 18 Dec. 1946 
to 11 May 1947-Boxford; Nov. 1960-Ipswich; Mar. 
1963-Hamilton. 
* CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR - 28 July 1876-Gloucester. 


EXTINCT BIRDS OF ESSEX COUNTY 


LABRADOR DUCK - One specimen taken in Swampscott Sept. 
1862 and now in the Field Museum.of Natural History, 
Chicago, Formerly a rare winter visitant. 

* ESKIMO CURLEW - 3 specimens in the Peabody Museum and at 
least one other from Essex County at the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology. Formerly an irregular 
transient. 

* PASSENGER PIGEON - Seven specimens in Peabody Museum 
from Essex County. 

GREAT AUK - Bone from shell heap near lighthouse in Ipswich 
in Peabody Museum. Formerly a winter and possibly 
a summer resident along the Massachusetts coast. 
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